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For Immediate Release & Distribution: 

The Eren Law Firm Assists US NGOs and Humanitarian Organizations in Obtaining US 
Government (OFAC and BIS) Licenses to Export Food, Medicine and other Relief 
Shipments to and Conduct Activities in Cuba, Sudan, Iran, Burma and other countries

Humanitarian and relief organizations face many challenges in their noble and indispensable mission to 
alleviate humanitarian crises and suffering around the world.  Government regulation of such activities 
adds to these challenges.  For example, under economic sanctions administered by the U.S. Treasury’s 
Office of Foreign Assets Control (OFAC), humanitarian and religious activities in and shipments and 
donations to countries subject to U.S. economic sanctions require exemption from regulation or prior 
OFAC authorization.   

Cuba, Iran, Burma, Sudan and Syria are countries subject to U.S. economic sanctions.  Additionally, 
certain humanitarian shipments from the United States, or by U.S. persons (or involving U.S. origin items) 
to various countries may require separate and/or additional authorization from the U.S. Commerce 
Department and also involve consultations with the U.S. State Department. 

The Eren Law Firm has unparalleled capabilities and strengths in the area of financial and trade 
regulation, particularly when it comes to dealing with laws and regulations administered by OFAC, which 
impact NGOs and humanitarian organizations.  Mr.  Eren and Mr. Pinter, who jointly served at OFAC for 
25 years prior to coming to the firm, both dealt with issues involving, among others, the activities of NGOs 
and humanitarian organizations in countries subject to U.S. economic sanctions.  Mr. Pinter was the Chief 
of Licensing at OFAC for many years.    

As Chief of Licensing at OFAC, Mr. Pinter oversaw and was involved in all aspects of OFAC licensing, 
including but not limited to, inter-agency policy deliberations.  At OFAC, Mr. Pinter was the prime arbiter 
of all OFAC licensing decisions. Counsel to The Eren Law Firm, Mr. Victor Comras, is a retired career 
diplomat of the United States. Mr. Comras served at the U.S. State Department (the U.S. foreign ministry) 
for 35 years until his retirement in 2001 with the permanent rank of Minister, and while at the State 
Department was responsible for the formulation and implementation the policies underlying economic 
sanctions and trade controls. After the State Department, Mr. Comras served as a consultant to the UN.  
Mr. Comras is a leading expert on the larger, big-picture aspects international trade embargoes and 
economic sanctions, and the global effort to combat terrorism financing and money laundering.  Mr. Eren 
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